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Practical Applications for Talk 3
WHERE IS JESUS CHRIST NOW? THE CHURCH, SCRIPTURE, TRADITION

· Encourage your kids to say “Hi” to Jesus in a very natural way when they pass by a Church in the car or on a walk.

· Explain to children the use of holy water, and teach them to genuflect in church. 
As we enter or leave a church, we bless ourselves in the sign of the cross with holy water as a sign of purification. We genuflect, or bend down to one knee, before entering a pew or any time we pass in front of the tabernacle where Our Lord is present. Genuflecting is a sign of love and submission to Our Lord. Making an effort to genuflect gracefully and well is an excellent “little” act of love.

· It is good to have visuals in your home for children to see -- e.g. pictures or statues of Our Lord and Our Lady. Start the custom for young children of regularly kissing a crucifix or an image of Our Lady. Training children to glance at a religious image as they enter a room helps them live awareness of God’s presence. A statue of Our Lady placed outside in a garden or back yard can help remind people to pray to her. Honor her likeness with a crown of flowers during the month of May.

· Make family birthdays memorable and delightful. But then, don’t stop at birthdays! Celebrate once in a while special occasions of spiritual significance too -- like the feast days of your children’s patron saints, or their baptismal anniversaries. It doesn’t need to be anything major -- just a little something like special dessert that evening to draw attention to a spiritual reason for joy.

· It is extremely important that we cultivate in our families, and especially in our children, a genuine love for God. As His creatures, we express love for God by fulfilling certain religious obligations. One of these responsibilities is to spend time with Him. Weekly Mass is a vital and necessary occasion of loving God that He Himself has called us to. That is why missing Mass on Sunday without a serious reason is a mortal sin.

· An older child who resists going to Mass on Sundays because “he doesn’t get anything out of it” or “feels like a hypocrite” for going out of sheer obligation should be informed that, in this situation, it doesn’t matter how we feel. Spending time with Our Lord in the way that He wants us to (at Mass) is all that matters. If a soul remains faithful to his obligations, he can overcome his feelings over time. Meanwhile, it is God whom we should be seeking to please, and not ourselves.

· Love the Church with all of your heart. Let your family’s fidelity to the Church be known. Show that you embrace the Pope’s leadership. Appreciate how the Church makes the path to heaven clear and easy to follow. Use the sacraments and other means supplied by the Church to grow in holiness.

· Embrace the spirit of the liturgical seasons throughout the year. Live the spirit of penance that marks the seasons of Advent and Lent, which precede the great feasts of Christmas and Easter. Pay special honor to Mary during May, since it is the month dedicated to her. June is dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. And October is dedicated to the Rosary.

· Pray for the Church and for the intentions of the Pope every day. Learn to love the “unity in diversity” that is found in the Mystical Body of Christ.

· Develop a love for the Holy Father, and for all bishops and priests. Pray for them and for their intentions. Give any priest your full respect, and treat him as a representative of Christ. If you hear that a priest has done something wrong, pray for him and for those affected, but do not speak badly of him -- just as you would always defend and never turn on a close relative. If you have seminarians assisting in your parish, talk to them and introduce them to your family.

· If the occasion presents itself, invite your parish priests over for dinner. Send them cards, cookies, etc., just as you would a family member. They need to be loved by the families in their parish, and children need to see their human side -- that they are more than simply remote figures of authority.

· Pray daily for the vocations of your children, and ask God to prepare you for what He has planned for them. Foster a sense of vocation in your family. Help your children pray to God for openness to what He wants of them when they grow up. Discuss life’s three major callings -- the priestly/religious vocation, the celibate lay vocation, and the married vocation.
· Talk to your older children about World Youth Day. Tell them what it is and where they can get more information about it. Allow and encourage them to attend if possible. Also, check to see whether your local church holds youth events for their growth in the faith.
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